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Come Visit Mike Spohn, General Manager of 
MOON TOWNSHIP Honda

and Experience Our New State of the Art Facility!
Where Friends Send Friends!

Mike SpohnMike Spohn

5802 University Blvd, Moon Twp. PA, 15108 

888-511-7614 • MoonHonda.com
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No-cost, unbiased Medicare plan review and consultation 
with local, licensed and experienced agents

Email your question to: 
aaron@getyourbestplan.com

Office locations in the 
Pittsburgh and Laurel Highlands areas.

412-349-8818 • 724-603-3403 
www.getyourbestplan.com
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QUESTION:

Ask The 
Medicare Specialist
by: Aaron Zolbrod

ANSWER:

Question from Pat: My husband and I have been read-
ing your column in the Post-Gazette for several years and 
were looking forward to working with you when we reach 
retirement (I am 62, he is 64).
Unfortunately, we are now in the process of divorcing, 
and I won’t be able to remain on his employer provided 
insurance. However, with my part-time job and Social 
Security, I qualify for the ACA. 
I went to the Pennie website, and it was overwhelming. I 
have only a few doctors who I see regularly, and I don’t 
know which plan would be best for me. Would you be able 
to help me choose?

Sorry to hear about your divorce Pat. We absolutely can 
help you with the process of choosing a plan through 
Pennie. Individual health insurance makes up about 25% 
of our client base. We’re experts on navigating Affordable 
Care Act (ACA) plans, aka Obamacare, and have been 
doing it since its inception in 2014. 
For those who are unaware, Pennie is Pennsylvania’s 
marketplace that became active in 2021 and replaced 
healthcare.gov as the only place where Pennsylvanians 
can use their subsidy to help pay for premiums. That’s 
what Pat is referring to when she said she “qualifies for 
the ACA.” That being said, anyone can go on Pennie to get 
individual health insurance, even those who don’t qualify 
for subsidies. 
Pat is correct that Pennie and the ACA are overwhelming 
with all the regulations, nuances, trapdoors, and fine 
print. Pennie is constantly changing their format and 
requirements of those who apply. It’s frustrating for us 
agents who really understand it. I can’t imagine people 
trying to do it on their own.
Some of it just flat out doesn’t make sense either. For 
most people, Silver Plans with deductibles from $1,900 
to $6,800 and a Maximum Out of Pocket (MOOP) from 
$7,800 to $9,100 are more expensive than Gold Plans with 
deductibles from $0 to $1,000 and MOOPs from $3,500 to 
$7,000. I don’t have room in this column to attempt to even 
try explaining that madness.  
Subsidies are completely based on income and how 
they are calculated can also be very confusing. Some 
forms of income don’t need to be included while others 
do. Underestimating what your Modified Adjusted Gross 
Income (MAGI) will be in the year you need the insurance 
can result in a huge bill to the IRS. And if it’s not paid in a 
timely manner, penalties and interest can be assessed, the 
same as a late tax bill. 
There is some good news. Part of the American Rescue 
Plan Act that went into effect in March of 2021 eliminated 
the income cap on who could get subsidies and increased 
them substantially. Prior, a single person who had a MAGI 
of $52,000 or more and a married couple $69,000 or 
higher, did not qualify for premium assistance. For married 
couples who didn’t, a Gold plan cost around $1,600 per 
month. Those kinds of premiums kept many people 
working until Medicare age. The new subsidies, however, 
have made it possible for millions to retire pre-65. 
For example, a 62-year old couple who has a MAGI of 
$70,000 now pay as little as $0 for a Bronze level plan, 
which I would consider “catastrophic” coverage designed 
to protect someone in the event of a major surgery, 
hospitalization, or diagnosis of cancer. $0 deductible Gold 
plans start at just $346 total for both husband and wife, 
more than $1,400/month less than just two years ago!
I’m going to take a guess that Pat gets $1,500 per month 
Social Security and earns another $1,300 a month at her 
part time job. Using $33,600 as her annual income, the 
same $0 deductible Gold plan would cost her just $40/
month. 
I need to warn our readers that only Highmark Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and UPMC offer true major medical health 
insurance in Western Pennsylvania. Major medical puts 
a cap on how much one can be billed for all medical 
services, including prescriptions, in a calendar year. 
That amount is the MOOP. There are many other outfits 
trying to sell what are known as indemnity plans as an 
alternative to major medical ACA policies. They are not 
health insurance as you know it! indemnity plans literally 
must disclose on the insurance card they supply to their 
customers that it’s not major medical, or it’s a limited 
benefit plan. Either way, people who get suckered into 
buying them, and that’s what those who sell them do, will 
not be protected in the event of expensive treatments, 
surgeries, or hospitalizations. This could cause someone 
to be forced to pay tens, even hundreds of thousands of 
dollars out of their own pocket, file for bankruptcy, or even 
worse, be told services won’t be rendered until they are 
paid for up front. With chemotherapy costing as much as 
$10,000 to $15,000 or more per treatment, I’m sure there 
are many people who simply couldn’t afford to pay for the 
10 or more infusions that may be prescribed.
Let me be very clear. If you have individual insurance that 
isn’t provided by an employer and the name on your card 
isn’t Highmark or UPMC, you might as well not have any 
health insurance at all. You’re wasting your money and 
need to get real major medical as soon as possible. 
If you have questions or would like to set up an 
appointment to discuss your options because you are 
planning on retiring, moving to a job that doesn’t offer 
health insurance, or are opening your own business, give 
us a call or email me personally at aaron@getyourbestplan.
com.
Don’t forget to become a member of our Facebook Group, 
Ask the Medicare Specialist, where we offer exclusive 
content and information weekly as well as all the columns. 
It’s very easy to do. Go to our website and simply click the 
banner at the top of the page. 
Thanks for reading everyone! 
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