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Despite promises to improve crime reporting,
Pittsburgh still fails to turn over its numbers

By Michael Korsh
and Laura Esposito
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

INSIDE

Map details how many Pa. law
enforcement agencies have
adopted the national crime
reporting system. Page A-5

n a Tuesday evening in
February last year, po-
lice found 15-year-old
Tre’Sean Jackson with

a gunshot wound in his
chest in Pittsburgh’s Allentown
neighborhood. He was rushed to
a hospital but died later that
night.

The same week, Rasul Abdul-
lah Aquil Jr., 23, was shot in a
vehicle on the North Side and

died, and 47-year-old Girard
Porter, of McKeesport, was shot
to death in Northview Heights.

The fatal attacks were the
seventh, eighth and ninth of
2023, and by year’s end, there
were 49.

Police should have reported

all three crimes to an FBI data-
base called the National Inci-
dent-Based Reporting System,
or NIBRS, a program that in-
cludes thousands of participat-
ing law enforcement agencies
and allows the federal agency to
monitor and target spikes in vio-
lence.

But for the third consecutive
year, Pittsburgh did not turn
over its annual numbers to the
system, including homicides
and assaults, making it nearly

SEE FBI, PAGE A-5
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BIDEN FACES
INCREASING
PRESSURE ON
ENERGY POLICY

Critics say his decision to pause

NG exports threatens Pa. jobs

By Benjamin Kail
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

WASHINGTON — President Joe Biden
faces mounting pressure over energy policy
in Pennsylvania, a critical battleground
where he’s aiming to again secure support
from both environmentalists and union
workers who helped send

2 akare

him to the White House
o W

While his administra-

tion’s temporary pause

on new approvals of lig-

uefied natural gas ex-

ports pleased many pro-

gressives and environ-

mental groups, Mr.

Biden is facing criticism 3 okares
from public officials of

both parties in the state, even those who sup-
port the president’s push toward renewable
energy.

Seen as a political ploy by Republicans and
many industry analysts, the temporary pause
to study the price and climate impacts of the
glut of LNG exports has made Pennsylvania
—second only to Texas in natural gas produc-
tion in recent years — Ground Zero in an on-
going fight over the future of America’s en-
ergy transition.

Gov. Josh Shapiro’s remarks to CBS’ “Face

SEE BIDEN, PAGE A-6

It’s an embarrass-
ment. The people,
our communities,
if they want to
know an accurate
picture [of crime
in Pennsylvanial,
they aren’t going
togetit—it’s

not there.”

Beth Pittinger
director of
Pittsburgh’s
Citizen Police
Review Board

Pa. law requires

vets to pick: Gun
or marijuana use

"HES A CLASSIC
OVERACHIEVER’

Strong family life, patience, perseverance
allow Duquesne’s coach to finally earn his shot

Veterans’ right to arms collides
with access to medical pot

By Laura Esposito and Hanna Webster
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

James Irey had to choose between chronic
pain or losing his constitutional rights.

While serving in the Army as an indirect
fire infantryman, the 46-year-old Bloomsburg,
Columbia County, resident suffered a host of
injuries including broken bones, torn liga-
ments and damage to his neck while on de-
ployment in Kosovo.

Mr. Irey was honorably discharged after
nine years in the Army, leaving the service
with numerous honors and awards —and pain
so severe that he was deemed 100% disabled by
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs.

Mr. Irey knew the risks of serving his coun-
try. But after he sought treatment for his pain
and doctors referred him to Pennsylvania’s
Medical Marijuana Program, something hap-
pened he didn’t expect. He could obtain

SEE PTSD, PAGE A-7

By Jason Mackey
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

COMMENTARY

is an empty picture frame hanging
by the door.

Mr. Joyce apologizes for the
spartan appearance, saying he
needs to prioritize decorating, but
no explanation was necessary.
Hired in late March to succeed his
mentor, Keith Dambrot, Mr. Joyce
has been busy with recruiting and
laying the groundwork for how he
wants the program to look.

It’s also not smart to doubt him

SEE MACKEY, PAGE A-8

On the third floor of Duquesne’s
sparkling new UPMC Cooper
Fieldhouse, the office of men’s bas-
ketball coach Dru Joyce III re-
mains a space in transition.

A few books and basketballs oc-
cupy the shelves adjacent to his
desk. There’s a signed piece of the
floor from Mr. Joyce’s high school,
St. Vincent-St. Mary, plus two
championship rings sitting next to
an Akron Hall of Fame plaque. To
the left of Duquesne-themed
Christmas lights encased in glass

Sebastian Foltz/Post-Gazette
Duquesne basketball coach Dru Joyce Il at UPMC Cooper
Fieldhouse. Mr. Joyce succeeds Keith Dambrot, who led the
Dukes to an NCAA tournament berth this year.
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PITTSBURGH FAILS TO TURN OVER CRIME NUMBERS

FBI, FROM A-1

impossible for police experts
and the public to get an accu-
rate a true picture of crime
in the nation from the FBI.

The Pittsburgh Bureau of
Police is among hundreds of
agencies across Pennsylva-
nia that have been missing
from the federal program,
giving the state the rare dis-
tinction of having the lowest
rate for participation in the
country, the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette has found.

“It’s an embarrassment,”
said Beth Pittinger, director
of Pittsburgh’s Citizen Po-
lice Review Board. “The peo-
ple, our communities, if they
want to know an accurate
picture [of crime in Pennsyl-
vania], they aren’t going to
get it—it’snot there.”

A data analysis by the
Post-Gazette shows that just
11% of the state’s law en-
forcement agencies sent
their data to the new system
last year, leaving Philadel-
phia police as the only large
municipal agency to share
those figures with the FBI.

The lack of participation
in the state — one of the na-
tion’s most populous — not
only creates gaps in detect-
ing national trends but also
raises concerns about police
transparency, an issue that
continues to drive debates
across the country.

Like the vast majority of
agencies in the state, Pitts-
burgh used to take part in
what’s known as the Uniform
Crime Reporting system — a
program created in the 1920s
that gives the country a
glimpse of crime nationwide.
Pittsburgh routinely re-
ported its fatal shootings, lar-
cenies, robberies and other
offenses to that system.

When the FBI launched
the new system in 2021, fed-
eral dollars were offered to
pay for the move, but it took
the city nearly three years to
incorporate the software late
last year — and even then,
the results won’t be part of
national crime statistics un-
tilnext year.

So far, 18 states are fully
onboard — with every law
enforcement agency in those
states moving to the new sys-
tem — while neighboring
states like Ohio and West
Virginia have had more
than 90% of their depart-
ments in the program.

Another 21 states have
more than three-quarters of
their police agencies fully
engaged.

In an email to the Post-Ga-
zette, the FBI said that some
of the reasons for the delays
are funding, personnel and
the need for technology up-
grades, and that the federal
agency will continue to work
with local and state agencies
until they can make the tran-
sition to NIBRS.

Experts say the value of
what the new system brings
to the nation’s crime map is
unmistakable: demographic
details about victims as well
as chronicling 52 different
types of offenses, ranging
from hate crimes and do-

mestic violence, to white-col-
lar and juvenile offenses.

The unveiling of the pro-
gram comes in the wake of
one of the most violent peri-
ods in U.S. history — includ-
ing a 42% rise in homicides
in Pittsburgh during the
pandemic — when data be-
came increasingly impor-
tant in tracking crime and
mobilizing resources to the
areas that were most im-
pacted, experts say.

“Truly, if you don’t know
what the data shows, you
can’t have an honest conver-
sation about how to increase
public safety in the country
as a whole,” said Ames
Grawert, senior counsel at
the Brennan Center for
Justice, a nonprofit law and
public policy institute at the
New York University School
of Law.

Last month, Gov. Josh
Shapiro announced $10 mil-
lion in tax dollars to support
system upgrades, with Penn-
sylvania planning to offer 50
grants with budgets up to
$200,000 each.

At the time, Lt. Gov.
Austin Davis said in a state-
ment that gaps in the data
have hindered officials’ abil-
ity to roll out new initiatives
to combat street crime, such
as funding for a statewide of-
fice of gun violence preven-
tion and firearm injury pre-
vention.

“Those strategies all rely
on data— but unfortunately,
we don’t have access to real-
time analysis of data for
many communities, because
a low percentage of our law
enforcement agencies have
adopted [the program],” said
Mr. Davis, who heads the
state’s Commission on
Crime and Delinquency.

One of the reasons the FBI
felt a need to overhaul the
system was because it only
accounted for alimited num-
ber of major crimes and less
serious offenses, such as
vandalism and disorderly
conduct.

When the FBI announced
the transition in 2015, it gave
police agencies across the
country six years to install
the system — even provid-
ing millions to help fund the
improvements.

Caitlin Coffin, who han-
dles crime data for the West-
town-East Goshen Regional
Police Department in West
Chester, Pa., said it received
more than $800,000 last year
from the state, allowing the
department to upgrade to
the new system in August.

The department used
some of the money to hire
NIBRS specialists for the
next two years to help with
the transition and to pay for
the technology upgrade.

“It was a change, but a
good change,” Ms. Coffin
said. “NIBRS seems much
more accurate with the data
being submitted.”

In 2021, more than two-
thirds of departments na-
tionally made the switch to
NIBRS, but only 2% of agen-
cies in Pennsylvania had
done so.

The lack of data over the

Ga. congressman praises
heckling of war protesters

By Emily Wagster Pettus

Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — Is-
rael-Hamas war demon-
strations at the University
of Mississippi turned ugly
last week when one
counter-protester appeared
to make monkey noises
and gestures at a Black stu-
dent in a raucous gathering
that was endorsed by a far-
right congressman from
Georgia.

“Ole Miss taking care of
business,” Republican U.S.
Rep. Mike Collins wrote Fri-
day on the social platform X
with a link to the video
showing the racist jeers.

The Associated Press left
voicemail messages for Mr.
Collins on Friday at his of-
fices in Georgia and Wash-
ington and sent an email to
his spokesperson, asking for
an explanation of what Mr.
Collins meant. There was no
immediate response.

The taunting brought
sharp criticism on and off
campus.

“Students were calling for
an end to genocide. They

were met with racism,”
James M. Thomas, a sociol-
ogy professor at the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, wrote
Friday on X.

The Rev. Cornell William
Brooks, a former president
and CEO of the NAACP and
professor at the John F.
Kennedy School of Govern-
ment at Harvard Univer-
sity, wrote on X that a white
man mocking a Black
woman as a monkey “isn’t
about ‘Stand With Israel’ or
‘Free Palestine.’ This is pro-
test as performative rac-
ism.”

Mr. Collins was first
elected to Congress in 2022
and made several social me-
dia posts criticizing campus
protests.

Nobody was arrested dur-
ing the demonstration
Thursday at the University
of Mississippi, where heck-
lers vastly outnumbered
war protesters.

According to a count by
AP, more than 2,400 arrests
have occurred on 46 U.S. uni-
versity or college campuses
since April 17 during demon-
strations against the war.
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Pa. law enforcement slow to adopt national crime reporting system

Pennsylvania was one of the lowest states in terms of agency participation in the National Incident-Based Reporting
System (NIBRS), with only 158 agencies of 1,469 (10.8%) submitting data as of Dec. 31, 2023. Here’s a county-by-

county breakdown:

@ AGENCIES NOT PARTICIPATING

AGENCIES PARTICIPATING

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation

past few years has left the fed-
eral Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics and the FBI scrambling
to get the clearest picture of
the direction of crime.

To do so, the FBI took the
rare step of combining data
from agencies under the old
reporting system with crime
figures from the new report-
ing.

“It’s a stopgap,” said Mr.
Grawert of the Brennan
Center. “It’s not going to get
them all the way forever. But
they intended for it to be just
good enough until we have
more complete agency adop-
tion.”

In the first two years after

HOBBY LOBBY

Containers & Vases

the system’s rollout, Pitts-
burgh police continued to
submit its crime data in the
Uniform Crime Report.

That meant high-profile
events like the standoff in
Garfield between police and
a 63-year-old gunman who
fired repeated shots at offi-
cers last year before he was
killed would not be included
in the new system.

“The city of Pittsburgh
has always been late in re-
porting its crime numbers,
even with the [old] UCR sys-
tem.” Ms. Pittinger said.
“You could go in and look for
something that happened
eight months ago and it

Shelves

in the Floral & Crafts
Departments

Ceramic, Pottery, Resin, Glass & Metal

Wall Decor

Includes Canvas, Framed Art, Wood,
Metal, Wicker & Macramé

Clocks

Mirrors

Always 50% Off

Post-Gazette

won’t be there.”

Even when Pittsburgh po-
lice moved to the new sys-
tem in November, it wasn’t
an easy transition.

Just a month earlier, the
city police department
launched its own public
dashboard so residents
could see local crime data
and to provide “as close to a
real-time data feed as possi-
ble,” according to a police
statement.

The portal showed infor-
mation about major crimes
broken down by police zone,
neighborhood, type of crime
and date.

Police Chief Larry Sci-

rotto touted the dashboard
during its rollout, saying it
would help inform residents
about safety in their neigh-
borhoods and the city over-

“I am committed to driv-
ing accountability through
transparency, and the Police
Data Portal is another build-
ing block toward that goal,”
Mr. Scirotto said at the time.

But the platform was
short-lived: When the bu-
reau began to transition to
NIBRS, all the data in the
public portal was lost— with
no ability to find crime even
from a week earlier.

Ms. Cruz did not provide
estimates of when — or if —
Pittsburgh’s full crime data
will become publicly avail-
able.

Terry Fromson of the
Women’s Law Project, a
nonprofit in Pennsylvania,
said the public is entitled to
know about key trends in
crime, as it allows for both
the public and police to as-
sess the performance of law
enforcement.

“Crime data is sort of let-
ting people know what’s in
their neighborhoods so they
understand their safety,”
said Ms. Fromson. “[The] re-
searchers out there —Idon’t
know how they’re handling
the data when they have so
many gaps, and even the FBI
says we don’t have enough.”

Michael Korsh:
mkorsh@post-gazette; @mi-
chael_korsh

Laura Esposito: lespos-
ito@post-gazette.com; @Lau-
rakEspositoM

FIND A LOCATION NEAR YOU OR SHOP ONLINE AT HOBBYLOBBY.COM

STORE HOURS: 9 AM. -

8 P.M. e« CLOSED SUNDAY

PRICES GOOD IN STORES MONDAY, MAY 6 — SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024.
PRICES GOOD ONLINE SUNDAY, MAY 5 — SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2024.
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HOME DECOR 50#

Categories Listed

Does not include Seasonal Department or items labeled Kitchen, Bath, Closet, Gift or “Your Price”

Lamps
Always 50% Off

Decorative Storage

Baskets & Boxes

Letters
Wall & Table
Excludes Crafts Department

Decorative
Lanterns,
Birdcages &
Terrariums

Trays
Wood & Metal

Summer and items labeled The Spring Shop® are not included in Home Decor sale.
REWARD POINTS ARE DELAYED AND INCONVENIENT DISCOUNTS. WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF PRESENT-TIME DISCOUNTS EVERY WEEK.

SUMMER
TOYS

40

Includes Little Wishes®

Items Labeled

THE SPRING SHOP®

40"

Fashion Items in Boxed Dish Sets,

Garden, Wall Decor, Home Decor, Storage and More
Does not include items labeled Kitchen

WEDDING 40¢

Categories Listed

Al tems Labeled Sudio i & Herg?

Wedding decor, toasting glasses,
fing pillows, bouquets and more

Master's Touch®
Alcohol Marker

Single

1.77

Reg. $5.99

All Paper Napkins & Plates
Solids & Prints
Aways 50% off the marked price*

PARTY 50

Most Categories Listed
Does not include Seasonal Department

All Paper Craft & Gift Bags
Includes Solid & Prints

Al Rolled Basket & Gift Wrap

Candy Wafers
12 0z bag

Price As Marked 2 57

12" Balloons 1l 5 9

25 Count
Solid Color

WEARABLE ART

Gildan®
Youth and Adult
Short-Sleeve
T-Shirts

Always

2.99

Marked price* $4.27

T-Shirts
Always 30% off
the marked price*
Includes Youth and
Adult Short-Sleeve
T-Shirts, Baseball &

30

Long Sleeve T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Sweatpants,
Infant & Toddler T-Shirts and Creepers

Does not include Cricut® branded apparel

BEST-SELLING BOOKS

Bibles, Devotionals, Gift
Books and Children’s Books

ALWAYS

40

THE MARKED PRICE*

%

OFF

Wall Frames
Poster, document, portrait and
ready-made open frames

FRAMES 50¢

Categories Listed
Photo Frames

Our entire selection of
basic & fashion
table frames

Shadow Boxes

Collage Frames

Display Cases

Does not include "Your Price” items

ART SALE
Master's Touch® & Fine Touch®

S|n le Brushes
Artist Pa s & Sketch ooks
Tube & Jar Paints, Medlums
Pens, Pencils Mkers and Pstel
Does not include "Your Price” tems

OFF

Super Value Pack Canvas o-10pack
ALWAYS  Verked pricet $1999 L4 -7 pck

per 12412 -7 pack

12.99 pack 16x20 - 5 pack

2-Pack Canvas 85z aizte
80 1114 16x20

3.99 4.99 799

PAPER CRAFTS

Cricut
Explore? 3

%249

Cricut

Cricut
Joy™ Joy Xtra™

99 +149

Cricut Easypress™ 3 Cricut
9% 1240

Cricut

Mug Press™  BrightPad™ BnghtPad GoT"

*149 *199 *149 *49

four oh five Basics™

Solid Vinyl - 12x72

5.99

Everyday price

Cricut
Maker® 3

$379

Solid Iron On - 12x24

6.99

Everyday price

*79

ALL FABRIC

By the Yard

40

Calicos, fleece, home dec, flannel,
broadcloth, satin and more

All Fiskars®

Scissors, Rotary Cutters, Mats & More

40¢

JEWELRY MAKING 50*

Categories Listed

Strung, Tubed & Packaged Beads

and Crystals

by Color Gallery™ Bead Treasures® and Preciosa®

Bead Design Co.™

Bulk beads & gems

Includes packaged heads by Treehouse Studio®

the Jewelry Shoppe™

Findings and Accessories

Metal Gallery™
Explorer by Taditions™
Timeline by Bead Treasures®

SEWING NOTIONS

Categories Listed

YKK Zippers

Sew-Olo
Thread 9y°

Always

Marked price*
$1.49 - $3.49

Marked price* $3.50 - $6.99
Always $1.99

Bias Tape

Hem Tape, Piping
& Blanket Binding

Buttons

CUSTOM FRAMES 50*

Always 50% off the marked price*
Applies to frame only. See store for details.

Compare our prices with our
competitors’ prices.

FREE QUOTES

See our Great Selection.
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

FURNITURE

ALWAYS

50°

THE MARKED PRICE*

*Discounts provided every day; marked prices reflect general U.S. market value for similar products. No coupons or other discounts may be applied to “Your Price" items.
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