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As of 2020, nearly 21% of city-owned residential 
parcels received property code violations. That’s 
12 times the rate of 1.63% given for all residential 
parcels in the city.

Pittsburgh’s troubled 
real estate portfolio

20.8%
1,032

1.63%
8,481

Total
city-owned
properties

4,961

Total
residential
properties

520.9K

Source: Allegheny County 
property assessments

Research: Michael Korsh
Graphic: Ed Yozwick/Post-Gazette
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LAKEVIEW FARMS
The only new single-family ranch home community in Beaver County just minutes from I-376.

From the upper $200s

SCHEDULE A VISIT
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City-owned properties contribute to blight

Total of city-owned properties by census tract:

Source: Allegheny County property assessments Research: Michael Korsh
Graphic: Ed Yozwick/Post-Gazette

As of 2020, more than 20% of the almost 5,000 properties owned by the 
city were found to have property code and/or health violations by city 
inspectors. 
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Five tracts with the highest number of city-owned properties
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YEARS
OWNED NUMBER OF HOMES OWNED BY THE CITY

MOST HOMES OWNED LESS THAN 10 YEARS

Years owned as % of total city-owned properties

City properties by the years
Many local governments acquire vacant properties — some carrying 
liens and unpaid taxes —  to eventually get them back on the tax rolls. 
In Pittsburgh, there's a backlog of thousands, some acquired by the 
city decades ago.
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