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When is that new
movie coming out?

Pittsburgh cinemas cope with
delays amid Hollywood strikes.

Sunday Magazine, G-1

‘DEJA VU’ FOR STEELERS

DEFENS

SPORTS, B1

CAN THEY REPLACE CAM HEYWARD
BETTER THAN THEY DID TJ. WATT?

PA. NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Winner of the Keystone Media Award in 2020,
2022 and 2023 for top performing newsroom

among Pennsylvania’s largest news organizations

Pittsburglh Post-Gazett

ONE OF AMERICA’S GREAT NEWSPAPERS

$5.00

237 YEARS OF SERVICE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

IMPEACHMENT: ‘A PURE POLITICAL PLAY'?

Divisions within GOP over the merits

of Biden inquiry point to potential risks

By Jonathan D. Salant
and Benjamin Kail
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

WASHINGTON — The last time
Republicans tried to impeach a
Democratic president, it didn’t go
sowell.

The president’s party gained

House seats in the next midterm
election for the first time in 64
years, Bill Clinton’s approval rat-
ings rose to the highest level of his
presidency, and House Speaker
Newt Gingrich left office under fire
from his GOP colleagues.

Now a House GOP majority may
try again — and even some Repub-

licans wonder why, given that
months of congressional investiga-
tions have yet to turn up any evi-
dence that President Joe Biden
profited from his son Hunter’s
business dealings.

“There’s been no prior evidence
that President Biden has done any-
thing impeachable,” said former
U.S. Rep. Jim Greenwood, a Re-
publican who represented a subur-
ban Philadelphia district and
voted for two of the four impeach-
ment counts against Mr. Clinton.

“It looks like this is happening be-
cause a small handful of House Re-
publicans are demanding it and
have that much sway over the
speaker. It’s retribution against
the Democrats for impeaching
Trump not once but twice.”
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R

Calif., announced Tuesday that the
House would begin an impeach-
ment inquiry after being urged to
do so by the far-right members of

SEE IMPEACH, PAGE A-7
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Associated Press photos
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R
Calif., left, has agreed to launch an
impeachment inquiry against
President Joe Biden.

Census data shows that household income rose in the Pittsburgh
region between 2021 and 2022, giving people more purchasing
power at events such as the Three Rivers Arts Festival.
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New census data illustrates region’s
resiliency and its lingering disparities

By Michael Korsh
and Anya Sostek
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Pittsburgh region
knows how it feels to go
through a once-in-a-lifetime
pandemic. New data from the
Census Bureau is giving a
snapshot of what it looks like to
emerge from one.

The Census released data
last week from the 2022 Ameri-
can Community Survey, an an-
nual sampling of communities
nationwide on more than 40

Poverty down but disparities linger

Poverty in the city of Pittsburgh dropped 5.83% from 2021to 2022, the
median household income rose from $57,821to $63,380, and the Gini
index — measuring income inequality — declined from 0.5282 to 0.4966.
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Pittsburgh’s
top driverless
carmakers
pivoting
to trucks

By Evan Robinson-Johnson
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Bryan Salesky, Peter Rander and Brett
Browning, all industry veterans and former
leaders of the Pittsburgh robotaxi company
Argo Al, are some of the brightest minds in
autonomous vehicle development.

Their pivot from self-driving cars to self-
driving trucks is the latest sign of how diffi-
cult it is to fully take our hands off the wheel,
industry experts and researchers said.
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mented to run manure pipelines, like they do
in Ohio and Wisconsin, where some biodi-
gester developers are turning cow manure
into pipeline quality natural gas.

So a new project in Center Township, Indi-
ana County, will truck the “fuel” from a few
dozen farms, extract the methane, and return
the cleansed cow poop as a solid for bedding
and a liquid for fertilizer.

It promises an 80% reduction in odor, giv-
ing birth to the project’s internal motto: “Our
s—tdon’tstink.”

That’s enough for Wayne Frye, a dairy

SEE BIODIGESTER, PAGE A-9
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Census data gives post-COVID shapshot of region

CENSUS, FROM A-1

begun to fade away.

Here are some highlights
of key metrics shaping the
United States and the city of
Pittsburgh.

Fewer Pittsburghers
working from home

One of the most promi-
nent pandemic-era trends
has been the move from in-
person to remote work: In
2021, 30.30% of those in the
city of Pittsburgh worked
from home, according to the
American Community Sur-
vey.
But this trend has been in-
creasingly on the wane: In
2022, about 23% of Pitts-
burgh’s workers did so from
home, the data shows.

Major Downtown employ-
ers— such as PNC Financial
Services Group and health
care and insurance com-
pany Highmark Health —
have been pushing for work-
ers to be physically located
in the office more fre-
quently.

That increase in office
workers Downtown has
helped improve the environ-
ment there, said the Pitts-
burgh Downtown Partner-
ship, adding that an in-
creased focus on safety and
cleanliness is also making a
difference.

“There is little doubt that
Downtowns thrive because
of people, and as people re-
turn, that vitality returns
along with them,” said the
PDP in a statement. “Some
of the largest employers in
Downtown have recently
modified their work from
home requirements to en-
sure that people spend a lit-
tle more time working
Downtown, and there is an
exponential impact to busi-
nesses, with strong upticks
in customer engagement
and a palpable shift in posi-
tive momentum.”

But the Golden Triangle
still faces record high office
vacancy rates, leading some
employers to use incentives
such as discounted parking
on the North Shore in hopes
of drawing more employees
back to the office.

Data from the PDP from
earlier this year shows that
the higher-end Class A office
space in Downtown’s Cen-
tral Business District had a
vacancy rate of 18.8% in the
second quarter of 2023, com-
pared to 12.9% in the first
quarter of 2019. The cheaper,
Class B office space has a
lower vacancy rate now than
before the pandemic —
15.3% in the second quarter
of 2023 versus 19.3% at the
beginning of 2019.

“We may never see Down-
town in-office worker num-
bers return to pre-pandemic
levels, but the interest in liv-
ing and visiting this city is
incredibly high, with resi-
dential availability unable to
meet demand, and tourism
surpassing pre-pandemic to-
tals,” said the PDP.

The decline in working
from home was also present
— through less pronounced
— in the larger regions out-
side the city. Allegheny
County declined from 26%
in 2021 to 20.9% in 2022, and
the Census-defined Pitts-
burgh Metro Area of seven
counties and more than 2.3
million people saw a drop
from 21.1% in 2021 to 17.4%
in 2022.

Key indicators show
improvements from
pandemic-era disruptions

Along with the shift to re-
mote work, the pandemic
was a time of major eco-
nomic upheaval across the
nation. But an analysis of
key economic metrics in the
American Community Sur-
vey shows that again, many
of these changes are begin-
ningtoreverse.

The median household in-
come in Pittsburgh rose
from $57,821 in 2021 to $63,380
in 2022, a 9.1% increase. Na-
tionally, the median income
increased by about 7%, to
$74,755 from $69,717.

Christopher Briem, a re-
gional economist at the
University Center for Social
and Urban Research at the
University of Pittsburgh,
cautioned against drawing
broad trends from just a one-
year snapshot of census
data, noting that any one
year could be an aberration.

But rising income in the

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

New census data shows that office workers are returning to Downtown after working from home during the pandemic. That
trend, plus an increased focus on safety and cleanliness in the city center, is making a difference, Downtown stakeholders
say. This view of Downtown is from the Strip District, where new housing and shopping opportunities are creating vibrancy.

Housing stock and affordability

Pittsburgh continues to have one of the oldest housing stocks in the

nation, a Post-Gazette analysis found. The median home in Pittsburgh
is 82 years old — well above the ages across Pennsylvania and the U.S.
Additionally, the median cost of housing in Pittsburgh rose from $985 in

2021to $1,096 in 2022.
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TOP 15: PERCENTAGE OF HOMES BUILT PRE-1940

MEDIAN YEAR MEDIAN AGE OF PERCENT
CITY STRUCTURE BUILT HOUSING STOCK PRE-1940
Buffalo 1939 84 60.1%
St. Louis 1939 84 56.3%
Cleveland 1941 82 49.3%
Pittsburgh 1941 82 49.0%
San Francisco 1945 78 45.3%
Detroit 1946 77 36.4%
Baltimore 1948 75 42.0%
Philadelphia 1950 73 40.3%
Boston 1951 72 44.7%
Saint Paul 1951 72 43.9%
Minneapolis 1952 Al 42.8%
New York 1952 Al 377%
Cincinnati 1953 70 41.4%
Milwaukee 1953 70 35.3%
Chicago 1954 69 37.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau;
2022 American Community Survey
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Graphic: Ed Yozwick

Tim Robbibaro/For the Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh’s housing stock is among the oldest in the nation,
according to census data, but the sale of properties that
have been off the tax rolls could revitalize some areas.

Internet access

Working from home
The proportion of people who are working from home has fallen in the
city, county, Metropolitan Statistical Area and United States.

While the city, county and state have seen greater shares of households that
have access to the internet, about 1in 10 Pittsburghers and Pennsylvanians
do not have access to an internet subscription. The state’s Broadband
Development Authority recently earmarked $1.6 billion in federal money

for internet expansion in Pennsylvania.
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“There is little doubt
that Downtowns
thrive because of
people, and as
people return, that
vitality returns along

with them.”

— Pittsburgh Downtown
Partnership statement

region does seem to be part of
a greater trend, he said, with
data showing growth since
2019.

“People are concerned
with the lack of job growth,
but there’s certainly been an
increase in incomes that re-
flect the changing nature of
industry here,” he said. “The
jobs that are here and are
growing are seeing a rise in
income.”

The 9.1% growth in the
city of Pittsburgh was
higher than the 4.3% in-
crease in Allegheny County
to a median household in-
come of about $72,000. Me-
dian household income in

Click here to unlock PDFKIit.NET
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the Pittsburgh metro area
grew 6% to about $70,600 in
2022.

Mr. Briem pointed to tech-
nology, education, health
care and other sectors that
serve a national clientele as
industries with competitive
income growth, versus com-
panies that cater locally to a
declining population base.
Jobs in some of those areas,
such as technology, are
more likely to be headquar-
tered in Pittsburgh, he said,
possibly driving the greater
income increase in the city.

The data also showed im-
provement for those on the
low end of the income scale.
After data from 2021 showed
poverty in the city increased
to 20.2% — almost eight per-
centage points higher than
the national rate — the Pitts-
burgh Foundation, one of
the largest charitable orga-
nizations in the region,
pledged it would invest $50
million toward racial equity
and justice-related causes.

Last year, according to
the newest data, poverty
dipped back below pre-pan-
demic levels. More than

%

%

us. CHANGE  PITTSBURGH CHANGE
2021 [T ., 2021 [l 8.4K ¥
-12.9% ) 91%
2022 [T 2022 [ 7.6K
% %
ALLEGHENY CHANGE  PITTSBURGH MSA CHANGE
A 4 A 4
2021 [N 31.3K o 2021 71.4K o
-1.2% -6.5%
2022 [ 30.9K 2022 [IINGETKI
% PENNSYLVANIA, 2022
PENNSYLVANIA CHANGE 210.5K
A
2021 EEXTY
13.4% 987K 51%
2022 [IECERETY 8.3%
RURAL URBAN
HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT INTERNET SUBSCRIPTION
% %
Us. CHANGE  PITTSBURGH CHANGE
v A 4
il 12.4M 2021 [l 141K
1% u 10.9%
2022 [ 2022 []12.6K
% %
ALLEGHENY CHANGE  PITTSBURGH MSA CHANGE
v A
2021 [N 501K o 2021 081K
+31% -4%
2022 [ 51.6K 2022 [NIIN03:8KI
% PENNSYLVANIA, 2022
PENNSYLVANIA CHANGE 374.2K
A 4
2021 571.5K
-8.6% 148.2K 91%
ez 522.4K | 12.5%

RURAL

URBAN

Note: Bars showing population differ by geography

Source: U.S. Census Bureau;
2022 American Community Survey

3,200 Pittsburghers moved
above the poverty line, giv-
ing the city an overall pov-
ertyrate of19%.

That said, Pittsburgh’s
poverty rate remains well
above the national statistic:
Only 12.6% of people nation-
wide lived below the poverty

Research: Michael Korsh
Graphic: Ed Yozwick

line in 2022.

“I cheer any reduction,
since it translates to more
families in our region seeing
the possibility of thriving in-
stead of merely surviving,”
said Pittsburgh Foundation
President and CEO Lisa
Schroeder.

“But an 11.4% poverty
level in the county and 19%
in the region remains unac-
ceptable. And while the pov-
erty rate nationally for
Black Americans fell to pre-
pandemic levels, it is still
alarmingly high in terms of
their proportion of the popu-
lation,” she said. “Locally,
we still have a long way to go
to reach the point where
race is no longer a determi-
nant of who thrives and who
getsheld back.”

Furthermore, the poverty
rate doesn’t tell the whole
story, said Alyssa Cholod-
ofsky, chief program and
policy officer for United Way
of Southwestern Pennsylva-
nia. Even families earning
more than double the pov-
erty level struggle to afford
basic needs such as food and
housing, she said.

The United Way has also
seen a large increase since
before the pandemic in peo-
ple calling its 211 hotline for
assistance. The hotline re-
ceived about 236,186 calls
from southwestern Pennsyl-
vania in 2022, an increase
from 178,910 calls in 2020.

“Many of the public assis-
tance programs that were
expanded during the pan-
demic such as the child tax
credit, unemployment bene-
fits and rent assistance to
help people not be evicted
from their homes have all
expired,” said Ms. Cholod-
ofsky. “While it helped them
to not fall further into pov-
erty, it didn’t lift them out
intofinancial security.”

In addition to the 211 hot-
line, which is staffed 24
hours a day, the United Way
is funding more than 150
programs now to help people
meet their basic needs.

“When we talk about the
recession of 2008, people
were very struggling with
that until 2018, when we saw
some recovery — things
took over 10 years to pick
up,” said Ms. Cholodofsky.
“We’ll see in the next year or
two what the data shows us
in terms of are people who
are struggling.”

Amid declining housing
affordability, Pittshurgh’s
housing stock
continues to age

Pittsburgh’s housing
stock remains one of the old-
est in the nation, with the
median home being 82 years
old, a Post-Gazette analysis
of the census data shows.

Almost half of the entire
city’s housing was built
prior to 1940, a rate only ex-
ceeded by three of the 100
most populous cities in the
U.S: Buffalo, N.Y., St. Louis
and Cleveland.

While experts say these
figures aren’t inherently
problematic — highlighting
a city’s historic character
while effectively sheltering
residents — previous Post-
Gazette investigations have
found that Pittsburgh’s
housing stock is rife with
crumbling and dilapidated
homes — 13,000 of which are
city-owned, according to the
latest data.

At the same time, Pitts-
burgh is facing continuing
challenges in housing af-
fordability: In 2021, the me-
dian cost of housing in Pitts-
burgh was $985.00. Last year,
that rose to $1,096 — an in-
crease of more than $100.

Local housing nonprofits
have criticized city officials
for obstructing them from
wielding the state’s conser-
vatorship law to take over
vacant city-owned proper-
ties and convert them to af-
fordable developments.

A Post-Gazette investiga-
tion this month found the
city solicitor’s office pro-
posed significant price in-
creases for condemned
homes in the Garfield,
Spring Garden and Perry
Hilltop neighborhoods.

“If you’re in a situation
where we are trying to ac-
complish a public purpose
of turning blighted, city-
owned properties into af-
fordable homeownership
options — and a part of the
city structure is actively
fighting that — that system
is broken,” said Kendall
Pelling, executive director
of nonprofit Rising Tide
Partners.

Michael Korsh:
mkorsh@post-gazette.com,
@michael_korsh. Anya
Sostek: asostek@post-ga-
Zette.com.
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